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We continue this week our report of last quarterly 
meeting and the special meeting which followed it. 
There are two subjects worthy of attention, and both 
will give rise to some diversity of opinion. 


Councilmen at Examinations. 


On the motion of Mr. Hedley it was decided that 
“one or more members of Council be delegated in 
rotation to atteud each professional examination.” 
Up to the present, members of Council have been 
permitted to attend the examinations, and a few 
have occasionally taken advantage of their privilege. 
The President usually attends, and a bye-law says 
he “ will be expected to attend once at least in the 
year at London, Edinburgh and Glasgow.” When 
the President was a rich man or a member of the 
Board of Examiners this bye-law was easily put in 
force, but it was never compulsory for President or 
Member of Council to attend the distant examina. 
tions. In the good old days when one-third of the 
Council were also paid examiners it was not very 
necessary for Councilmen to attend the examina- 
tions, Now all this is altered, and if Members of 
Council do not go to the examinations they can have 
only a second-hand idea of the methods and stand. 
ards there in use. The chief function of the Body 
Corporate is to examine, and its Council, if right is 
to be done, must collectively and individually know 
their duties, As Mr. Fraser said, “it is the duty of 
the Council to see that the examinationsare properly 
carried out.” The examinations have an average 
duration of about four days in England and the 
Same in Scotland, so that if one Member of Council 
were delegated for the whole series of them it would 
= “very serious tax upon his time. Probably some 
ment will be voluntarily come to so that no 
a . detained more than two days. Any person 

~ “vy = duty irksome has the power to resign 
“ouncil, or failing that to explain the 
Th ~ when his turn for re-election comes. 

duty fairly recognised that the new 
iving far rte mies very unequal weight upon men 
iving in Ly 2 the centres of examination and those 
and Edinburgh. To equalise this 
red —s the rule which now obtains with exam- 
travellin granted payment of railway fare or 
SUperin Penses to all engaged on the work of 

Perintend 
ending examinations, 280000 
policy Be. _be some difference of opinion as to the 
of Council y te any expenses incurred by Members 
may be urged that there are many 


men in 
without =e profession who would be willing to act 


average expense may perhaps be £10 per annum— 
certainly not more than £20. If any advantage is 
to be derived from Members of Council attending 
the examinations surely the price is not exhorbitant. 
If their attendance has no advantages, then by all 
means save the expense. 


A Veterinary Pharmacopeia, 


Mr. Donald, by altering the wording of his motion, 
had his say on the subject of a Veterinary Pharma- 
copoeia; and a very good say it was. He pretty 
clearly proved that the direction of the British 
Pharmacopewia were not those best fitted for the 
preparation of medicines for the domestic animals, 
and he poiuted out that so called “ veterinary ” pre- 
parations were quite indefinite. We believe that so 
far he converted to his views a majority of the 
Council. Mr. Donald also showed how other medi- 
cal bodies made a large profit on their official 
pharmacopoeias and inferred that the Council would 
find an official work a paying property. Here, how- 
ever, we are not soconvinced. We incline to believe 
that the B. P. sells more largely amongst chemists 
than amongst doctors, and the R.C.V.S. could not 
count upon this purchaser for any of its works. The 
question is not yet settled. It is delegated to a 
committee for further consideration and will again 
come before the Council. 


An OPERATION ror QuirToR, 


At the last meeting of the Lancashire V.M.A.,, 
Mr. W. Dacre described an operation for quittor of a 
radical nature, and he quoted cases showing the very 
great success which had followed his practice. A 
quittor is of course a fistula, and it is kept from 
healing by the constant formation of pus, due to some 
portion of imprisoned dead tissue. As a rule this 
dead tissue is behind or beneath the coronary band, 
and practitioners have feared to divide this structure 
lest it should lead to deformity of the hoof. Mr. 
Dacre’s incision through the | and, differs from the 
general practice which included a so-called “free 
incision” by being only a step in a surgical opera- 
tion. Mr. Dacre cuts directiy down upon the offend. 
ing body for the purpose of finding and removing it, 
and treats the coronary band simply as he would 
any other tissue which must be incised to get at 
something behind it. By an Esmarch bandage the 
operation is rendered bloodless, and by chloroform 
it may be performed painlessly. The wound heals 
readily, the band unites, and the hoof shows no 
damage save a depressed line in the horf If 
further experience is accompanied by the success 
which has attended Mr. Dacre so far, he will have 
contributed a most valuable operation to veterinary 


tlowances, and that we cannot afford to 
expense of our examinations. The 


surgery. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 
TRAUMATIC VENOUS THROMBOSIS.— 
DEATH. 

By Wma. Atston Epear, F.R.C.V.S., Dartford. 


Subject, black mare pony, 13 hands, five years in 
May, 1892. January 9th, 1893, called to see pony 
reported to have a swelling in throat and neck, and 
at 10 a.m. found pony in loose box on peat moss, 
with nose close to ground, and she could not be 
easily induced to move. A long diffused swelling 
extended from the submaxillary region all down 
channel of neck on each side, but most intense on 
right ; at ower part of neck on right side a patch of 
emphysema was present. The nostrils and lips were 
a little swollen, and also in the parotid region there 
was some cedema; mucous membrane of nostrils 
normal ; heart rate 82, with a hissing sound after 
each ventricular contraction; temp. 1022; resp. 
slightly quickened. Pony had taken a few oats 
about an hour before. 

History.—The railing, around the box was about 
eight feet high, boarded, with open iron work at 
top for 18 inches. The pony was in the habit of 
standing up on hind legs to look over top at horse 
in next box. A leather head stall was bucklec by 
the head strap to the top iron rail, and in jumping 
up the pony put her right fore leg through the nose 
piece and hung herself in that position, and was cut 
free by a boy who happened to be in the stable. The 
struggles were evidently severe, as a board was 
broken away from the side of the box. This hap- 
pened on the afternoon of the 6th January. On the 
morning of 7th the coachman noticed a swelling the 
size of a cricket ball on the right jugular vein oppo- 
site the 4th or 5th cervical. In the evening the 
swelling had become flattened, and 5 or 6 inches in 
diameter. He now fomented the injured part and 
rubbed in a stimulating embrocation The pony 
continued to feed as usual all through the 8th, but 
the swelling gradually increased but did not alarm 
the owner or attendant until the morning of the 9th, 
when it presented the appearances indicated. 

Diagnosis. — Thrombosis of jugular veins at 
thoracic extremity, or of extreme anterior portion of 
anterior vena cava. 

Continued fomentations to neck and chest, and 
gentle hand-rubbing from above duwnwards. Seen 
again at 4.30 p.m., the oedema was less intense in 
facial, maxillary, and laryngeal, but much increased 
in pectoral and axillary regions The area of emphy- 
sema on the right side had greatly extended. The 
pony had eaten a small bran mash during an inter- 
val for lowering the head which was suspended to 
avoid the cedema becoming intense in region of 
larynx. She received amy] nitrite inhalations every 
three hours, but the effusion became more intense 
during the night, extending to the knees and over 
the whole area traversed by the external thoracic veins, 
especially on right ribs. 

eath occurred at 9 a.m. on 10th, and post-mortem 
was made at 3 p.m. The connective tissue in 


the whole of affected area was engorged with very 
dark blood, the effusion being about three inches 
thick, excepting in the area of the blocked veins,the 
connective tissue was normal. The thorax was 
opened laterally and the external aspect of heart and 
pericardium was normal, the vena cava was soft, and 
the coats not discoloured. Outside the first ribs 
the thrombosis evidently commenced, and extended 
upwards, this part being coal black, and so dense 
that it was impossible to discern the vessels or 
where the rupture had taken place, but it was 
evidently between the point indicated by the external 
injury aud the first rib. Mucous membrane of mouth, 
etc, pale. The endocardium in left ventricle was 
abnormally thick, and there was a small lympb- 
deposit on the bicuspid valves. No ecchymoses 
present, nor in the right ventricle, where the tri- 
cuspid valves were in a similar condition to the 
bicuspid ; there was an extravasation about three- 
quarters of an inch in diameter on the outside of 
right auricle. Mucous membrane of trachea pale; 
hypostatic congestion of left lung. Blood from 
axillary and jugular veins, spleen, and pectoral 
connective tissue, examined microscopically —con- 
tained no micro-organisms. The cause of death was 
evidently venous hemorrhage into the sub-cutaneous 
connective tissue. I have seen death similarly 
caused in a few hours from an injury to the left 
carotid artery. 


TENOTOMY IN THE DOG, 
By Frep. C. Manon, M.R.C.V.S., North London. 


he operation of Tenotomy in the Dog, as in other 
of our domesticated animals, is employed for the 
purpose of rectifying deformities either congenital 
or acquired, for the cure likewise of disease, or 1 
limit the movement of certain parts. The causes 
of deformity are—(a) Injuries inflicted upon tendi- 
nous structures—(b) Inordinate weight placed upo? 
them when an animal is growing in bodily weight 
at the expense of weak limbs, being therefore, 4 it 
were, clippled in certain movements of the limb, 0" 
bow-legged, giving the appearance somewhat of the 
well-known disease rickets, for which in fact it § 
mistaken. These are remediable to a greater 
less extent, save in the case of contracted limbs 0 
many years standing when operative treatment ca™ 
not be undertaken with any great hope of affording 
relief. Young dogs whose limbs have beo® 
crooked from over growth and weakness are & 
not fit subjects for operative interference, 8120? oA 
propriate hygienic, dietetic and medicinal — 
is oftimes sufficient to bring about natural pos! 
of parts. 

There is further the ulterior fact that - ae 
tion of tenotomy unskilfully or ineffectually 
formed, together with its after-treatment pen tf the 
injudicious, thus frustrating the good W”! 
operation would otherwise have cvrtainly 7 for the 

ow of the two sets of muscles provide myn 
motions of the fore-limbs, one set, the flex0 set, the 
well known, bend the leg, while the other 


| 

} 
q | € 
r 
q t 
t 
th 
al 
of 
| 
ty th 

| 
Wa 
fo) 
t 
Wy 
“4 
fo, 
| do 
bo 
arg 


January 21, 1893. 


7HE VETERINARY RECORD 399 


extensors, extend or straighten it, they are conse- 
quently antagonistic in action. But the flexors are 
mole numerous and powerful than the extensors, 
and owing to this superiority of power there is a 
continual (natural) endeavour on the part of the 
flexor muscles to hend the leg which they are only 
prevented from doing by the counter-action of the 
extensors. 


Fia. I. 


_ The tendon involvea in the deformity depicted 
in the appended drawing, Fig. I. is the extensor 
metacarpi obliquus whose attachments it is necessary 
to recapitulate. It arises from the outer and an- 
terior part of the middle-third of the radius. Its 
muscular fibres on running under the tendon of the 
extensor pedis converge and form a tendon which 
runs over the extensor metacarpi magnus passing 
through the oblique groove on the anterior surface, 
towards the innerside of the inferior extremity of 
the radius, then passing through a channel in the 
annular ligament of the knee inserted into the head 
of the mner metacarpal bone through the inner 
lateral ligament of the knee. It may be added that 
the tendon can easily be felt underneath the skin, 
ying as it does in the groove on the antero-inferior 
— of the radius. The condition of the dog 
fore operative treatment was effected can be best 
understood by a glance at the drawing. The 
Speration was carried out as follows :—The animal 
Was placed on its side, the inner surface of the left 
ore-arm exposed, and the hair removed, the parts 
en — thoroughly with a solution of per- 
a ; of mereury (1 in 1000). An incision 
Prose alf-an-inch long was made immediately 
re —— the knife held with its cutting edge 
oven . a foot. In this position there is not so 
iability to wound the branches of the 
arab 5 which lies close to the tendon. Having 
e tenotome well under the tendon, the 
with its cutting edge upward, the 
hae ig firmly flexed, and the tension of the ten- 
the knife severs it. The wound was 
Pee with hot water until all oozing had 
dere the single antiseptic suture (eucalyptus thread) 


immediately put into splints to keep it in 
its normal position fora few days, The patient 
was found on removal of splints to have entirely 
lost the deformity for which the operation was per- 
formed, and the time the legs remained in splints 
was about nine days. The operation was _per- 

formed six weeks ago, and 


1 may add that repeated 
visits and examination 
under a variety of cir- 
cumstances show no signs 
of a retura of the de- 
formity. 

Other cases of a like 
nature where contraction 
of all the tendons had been 
in existence are remedied 
by complete division of the 
* perforans tendons.” 

The action of the ob- 
lique extensor of the meta- 
carpus is to extend the 
metacarpus, and it may also 
make it pivot from within 
out wards, 

This operation has not 
to my knowledge been 
performed hitherto. My 
apology for reproducing 
the case is that it may have 
a trial under favourable 
conditions in the near 
future, or if hitherto per- 
Fic. IL. formed may be rehearsed. 


Figure I]. shows the seat of the operation, with 
tenotome in position before division of the tendon. 


A SEQUEL TO DISTEMVPER,. 
By W. More, M.R.C.V.S., Toronto, Canada, 


Clinical canine cases are often interesting, and | 
herewith forward you notes on a case of complicated 
meningitis which I hope may not be uninstruc- 
tive. 

A collie dog aged eleven months, the property of 
Mr. Irwin, of this city, had suffered from a slight 
catarrh of which little notice and less treatment was 
taken. Then there supervened a rather curious, and 
at the same time puzzling, state of affairs. The 
animal was noticed to walk round in a circle hold- 
ing the head slightly inclined to the right side, 
appetite entirely suspended, slight thirst, heart 
normal, respiration quiet, with a slight snuffling 
sound. I removed him to my kennels the better to 
attend and watch the case, administered a slight 
purgative, and waited results. 

The next morning on taking him from a barrel 
that I had placed him in to prevent wandering I 
noticed that there was protrusion of both membrane 
nictitans with internal strabismus (this symptom 
I have often noticed accompany brain lesion in the 
dog) with dilatation of the pupil which freely re- 


lips into apposition, and the leg was 


sponded to the stimulus of light ; the bowels had not 
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a sebaceous cyst, about the size of an apricot stone, 


| | acted as the result of my purgative, and 1 then gave 
full of sebum, the latter beingathick, greyish looking 


HW aloes barb gr. ii, quinine gr. ij, nit. pot. gr. i, which I 


z 


repeated on the following day until the bowels acted, 
For nutriment I gave an egg beaten up with milk 
night and morning. Under this treatment the case 
seemed to progress satisfactorily, although the weak- 
ness was extreme. At the end of a week he took 
food, a little chicken broth and bread for the first 
time, and | began to congratulate myselfon a recovery. 
‘The weather suddenly changed to a cold, raw sleet 
and snow. and the next morning my dog was very 
much worse--the paralysis was pronounced, and the 
animal showed all signs of collapse ; and now a new 
symptom presented itself, he refused all drink, and 
objected to the egg and milk being forced on him, 
and died on the 28th of December. 

Post-mortem revealed extensive deposits of fibrin 
on pia mater, and in the arachnoid space a small 
quantity of serum. On opening the cavity of the 
chest I was astorished by finding extensive pericar- 
ditis, a large quantity of new tissue-growth around 
the pericardium, and deposits of fibrin. The lungs 
were perfectly normal as were the liver, bowels, and 
kidneys. 

I cannot understand why the heart should be so 
extensively disorganised and yet present no symptoms 
until the last few days, for it was not until the 26th 
of December that the animal refused food, more 
especially liquids, at the same time losing all control 
over the urinary apparatus. 


LIPOMA, CONTAINING A SEBACEOUS CYST 
ON DOG’S CARPUS. 
F, Hospay, M.R.C.V.S., Royal Veterinary College 


Amongst the patients at the College Free Clinique, 
Dec. 8th, 1892, was an aged black retriever bitch, 
with a soft, semi-solid pendulous tumour about the 
size of an apricot and perfectly spherical in shape, 
situated at the back of the right wrist, just above 
the upper palmar pad. In colour it was dark brown, 
and appeared very shiny avd smooth. It was almost 
entirely insensitive to pressure. 

The previous history of the case was vague, as the 
owner said “it had been there sometime” and could 
not give a more definite account. 

To effect its removal a double waxed thread was 
passed through the centre of the pedicle, and liga- 
tures then tied on either side with a view of arresting 
any hemorrhage which might ensue. A steel clam 
was then affixed and the growth removed by actual 
cautery, the ligatures being left afterwards in situ. 
Not the slightest hemorrhage occurred. On applying 
the cautery the odour emitted was exactly like that 
of burning fat, and the tissue itself, after the skin 
had been burnt through, was white in appearance. 

The animal did not evince the slightest sign of pain 
during the operation or afterwards. After removal 
the growth weighed 3} oz. 

On section it clung to the knife blade, and when 
the latter was placed in water the surface became 
greasy. The growth itself Prof. McFadyean 
anounced to be a Lipoma. In one portion of it was 


liquid. 

Microscopical examination shewed that the cyst 
wall was composed of a skin-like membrane with 
numerous large sebaceous glands. 


TRANSLATIONS. 


Extract From THE “ CHRONIQUE” Du 
p’ALFORT. 


By Proressor G. Barrier. 
‘'rans. by Toos. J. Watt M.R.C.V.S. 


The 14th of last November M. Arloing communi- 
cated a very interesting first series of researches on 
the so-called disease of the abomasum or of the 
pulp ” (maladie dite de la caillette ou de la pulpe) 
to the “‘ Académie des Sciences, and which our con- 
fréres Messieurs. Guionnet, Rossignol, senr, (pére) 
and Butel had already described from a clinical 
point of view in various societies. 

It is a question of an affection seen in ruminants 
which feed immoderately on the waste beetroot pulp 
derived from distilleries or sugar refineries, which 
pulp is preserved for a more or less long time in 
silos according as it is required for use. ‘T'hese re- 
sidues soon acquire a considerable and increasing 
acidity, usually proportionate to the duration of the 
ensilage, which protects them, it is true, from mil- 
dews and the common agents of putrefaction, but 
which allows several bacillus-ferments to propagate 
soon giving rise to various eminently soluble 
toxic substances, to which M. Arloing attributes the 
various and sometimes mortal accidents, caused by 
the consumption of these pulps. 

The acidity is due to the presence of acetic, lactic 
or butyric acids. As to the very numerous microbes, 
four species only were found, which the author has 
contented himself by differentiating according 
thcir morphology, the aspect of their colonies» 
gelatine in the form of plates, and the influence of 
their vegetation on the physical characters of the 
media where they are cultivated. Lae 

The subcutaneous inoculation of the pulp liquid, 
simply filtered, gave no interesting result ; the ee 
venous injection, on the contrary produced, int d 
animals (guinea-pig, rabbit, dog and lamb). seriou 
circulatory disturbances of the cardio-pulmouary 
system and of the general capillary system, dynes 
palsy of the hind quarters, convulsions, 
mus, then death, according to the dose injecte¢ * 
the rapidity of the injection. - 

M. Arloing considers the pulps equally nec! me 
whatever their nature, but the toxity pps 
ding to their derivation, the medium he foun 
3 to 4cc. per kilogramme of live weight. 

As to the intra-venous inoculation ° 
microbes, it is much more anodyne than t sae it 
pure liquid which contains them. In this 
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dissolved in the juice of the pulps: acid, diastasi- | against the bones of the pelvis. In order to bring the 

form or ptomaic substances which have not nearly | neck into position I considered it necessary to push ae 
the same nocuous influence, the first ones especially. | back the fore-quarters and keep them at a certain is 4) 
The ptomaic substances wonld tend to produce con- | distance from anterior entrance to the pelvis. aa 
vulsions and paralysis; the diastasiform will more-| For this purpose I passed acrutch with a moveable Bs 3 


over produce vase-motor and hypersecretory distur- 
bances. 
It follows from this that the pulps enjoy vaso- 
pers hypersecretory and exosmotic properties. 
n consequence they, at first, cause intestinal irrita- 
tion and diarrhoea. Then, as the poisoning pro- 
gresses, cardio-pulmonary disturbances supervene, 
serous fluids are thrown out and acute gastro-enteri- 
tis manifests itself, and these are sometimes compli- 
cated by palsy or convulsions. Cases of very rapidly 
fatal poisoning may be met with in which death 
occurs in 12 or 24 hours. 
wee de Médecine Vétérinaire, 15th Janvier, 


OBSTETRICS : 
A Case or DysTooraA COMPLICATED witH EversIon 
OF THE BLADDER IN A Mare. 


By M. Maruor, Jun., Veterinary Surgeon, 
at Entrains, Niévre. 


The 3rd of last April I was called to foal a mare, 
which | found was making violent expulsive efforts. 
She belonged to the Nivernais breed, powerful, 
black in colour, and 6 years old. 

The fore-limbs of the foetus emerged from the 
vulva to the middle of the canon bones, the remains 
of the placental membranes were hanging from the 
lower commissure, the “ waters” having just pre- 
viously escaped. Towards the left lip of the vulva 
and pushed aside by the limbs, I noticed a red, pyri- 
form, soft tumour, twice as large as the fist, which 
was about half withdrawn between the periods of 
the expulsive efforts. 

By a summary examination I was able to recognise 
that 1 had to do with complete eversion of the 
bladder. 

By passing the hand under the fore limbs and 
gliding over the floor of the vagina to the neck of 
the tumour | could easily introduce the index finger 
and the medius into the meatus urinarius, 

On attempting to reduce the organ, the beast com- 
menced to arch its back and to make such violent 
€xpulsive efforts that I was forced to defer this 
peration until after the mare was delivered. I 
arranged to extract the footus at once. 

e n a close examination I found the neck bent into 
a right flank; with the points of the fingers I 
oe to reached the extremities of the ears. 

a was then absolutely necessary for me to try to 
7 m3 the head within reach of my hand; by means 

“2 ry hook I passed a cord forming a loop, from 

ind the back of the head to the top of the neck ; 

: i ay the two ends outside the vulva and gave 
= 0 two assistants to pull; but owing to the 
deen oe of the uterine contractions there was no 

“0 straighten the neck which remained fastened 


ring into the right fore-limb of the foetus; I pressed 
it to the sternal region aud I ordered two assistants 
to manipulate the stem so as to push the fore-quarters 
baekwards in a slightly oblique direction towards 
the left flank. It was firmly held in that position 
whilst I pulled by the loop on the neck. This 
manoeuvre brought the head somewhat more forward 
and enabled me to reach the cheek, I passed my 
hand below to lift up the head and bring it nearer, 
so as to attach the slip knot of a cord on the inferior 
maxilla; but I felt, in proportion as I displaced it, 
that like a spring it returned to its old position. 

Being assured that it could not be brought into a 
good position by the hand alone, I stopped pulling 
on the loop, and pushing this above the ears, | slipped 
it over the jaws so as to form a veritable muzzle; 
then by pulling, the head was drawn sufliciently near 
for me to put my fingers into the foal’s mouth, which, 
to my great surprise, was still alive. Owing to a 
change in the position of the head, the muzzle slipped 
and was of no further use; I withdrew it and fixed 
a slip-knot on the lower Jaw. 

Whilst some assistnnts pulled by the cord attached 
to the jaw and others pressed the chest towards the 
left by means of the crutch, I directed the point of 
the nose and brought it to the pelvic entrance. 
Having withdrawn the crutch, a few pulls on the 
head and limbs sufficed to terminate this difficult 
delivery, which had not lasted more than half-an-hour. 

The foal, which was rather large, was alive, but 
it was deformed; the neck and the head were very 
markedly concave to the left and convex to the 
opposite side, the nose and the mouth were twisted 
in the same manner, and the left eye was completely 
atrophied. The fold was so thoroughly taken that 
whenever the neck was straightend it always tended 
to return to the side of the chest immediately the 
animal was free, and to take up the same position as 
in the uterus of the mare. 

All the obstetrical manceuvres had been accom- 
plished with the greatest precautions in order to 
avoid, as much as possible, injuring the vesicular 
mucous membrane; but it is certain that this was 
somewhat maltreated during the passage out of the 
foetus. 

I removed the placenta immediately, and having 
dressed the tumour with luke-warm boric lotion, | 
commenced to rednce it.  ‘I'wo-thirds being re- 
turned within the meatus urinarius, I pressed the 
bottom or extremity of the sac with all my fingers 
and pushed it inwards as far as possible. 

The mare stopped straining; | withdrew my hand 
as I had no doubt but that the organ had taken up 
its natural position. 1 bled the patient freely with 
the intention of preventing cystitis and to stop any 
fresh straining. 1 had the hind quarters raised by 
a thick bed, but in about two minutes the mare 
again became uneasy and the bladder was again 
everted and appeared outside the vulva. 


Having once more reduced the organ by replacing 
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it as far as possible within the meatus I found that 
the mare continued to strain, and in consequence | 
did not remove my fingers as I feared the tumour 
would agair appear, I therefore ordered an assistant 
to prepare a straight smooth hazel stem, as large as 
a finger and long enough ‘for me to be able to 
manipulate with the other hand, if necessary, from 
outside; I told bim to firmly fix a ball of horse-hair 
covered and supported by a piece of fine linen to 
one of its extremities. I soaked this plug in oil 
and glided it to the entrance of the meatus urinarius 
and withdrew my fingers to let it pass; 1 gently 
pushed it forwards by a screw-like movement until 
there was no further resistance to its progress, this 
is to say until it had entered the vesicular cavity. 
Fearing a return of the accident I left the plug in 
— and held from outside by an assistant whilst 

abtained a long hollow sound in gutta-percha, I 
then removed the plug, passed the sound into the 
bladder which I injected several times with a luke- 
warm boric lotion, not only as an emollient wash 
but also to distend its walls and make it take up its 
position. After these different manipulations and 
this washing, the straining ceased completely. 

Nevertheless, in order to contract the meatus and 
the ureter, I ordered astringent injections of solu- 
tion of oak bark, slightly carbolised, to be made into 
the vagina. I applied a mild sinapism to the ab- 
domen to prevent cystitis, and I prescribed linseed 
tea and sulphate of soda internally. 

The mare has been in no way affected by this ac- 
cident, but the foal, in consequence of the deformity 
of the mouth, was unable to suck and only lived 
eight days.—Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, 18 
Janvier, 1898. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


Quarterly meeting, at Red Lion Square, on Thursday, 
January 5th, the President, Mr. W. J. Mulvey, in the 
chair, (continued from p. 388). 


MEETING. 


The Council then resolved itself into a special meeting 
for the purpose of considering the various motions upon 
the agenda, notice of which had been given at the 
previous meeting. 

The PresipeNnt :—Sir Frederick FitzWygram has left 
his resolution in the hands of Professor Walley. 

Prof. Watury :--I may say that I have no personal 
interest in this matter and do not know Sir Frederick’s 
motives for bringing forward this motion. He simply 
asked me if 1 would move it for him, and put into my 
hands a letter, which he had received from Mr. Thatcher 
in reference to his proposal, which suggests that it should 
be moved as an addition to Bye-law 9, reading as follows 
—* Provided nevertheless that the President have power 
to arrange the agenda after the minutes have been read 
and signed, in such order as may enable the more im- 

portant business to have precedence.’ Bye-law 9 reads 
thus—* After the minutes had been read and signed, any 
correspondence and also reports for committees should be 
read, then the account of business connected with the 
body corporate should be considered and the general 
business should be proceeded with.” I beg to move Sir 


Frederick FitzWygram’s resolution as amended in ac- 
cordance with Mr. Thatcher’s suggestion. 

The resolution was not seconded, and the next busi- 
ness was therefore proceeded with. 

The Preswent :—After some consideration, 1 have 
come to the conclusion that this College possesses no 
power to carry out any such work as that which Mr. 
Donald, in his motion proposes, namely, a pharmacopeeia, 
and I am strengthened in my opinion by that of the 
solicitor. The duties of the College are to examine 
students, to admit persons as members, to dicipline the 
members themselves, and to protect them from unquali- 
fied persons. I am afraid therefore that we cannot en- 
tertain the proposition. 

With regard to Mr. Hedley’s motion—* That after the 
passing of this resolution, students entering the veteri- 
nary schools shall be registered as students at the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons,” I think that we are not 
authorised or empowered to enforce any fee for register- 
ing, and that we have no power to register students 
uutil they are admitted into the profession. 

Mr. Fraser :—They are not our students. 

Vet.-Capt. RaymMonp :—May I ask, in virtue of which 
paragraph, of which charter you give your decision, sir, 
with regard to the non-registering of students? About 
the fees I quite understand. 

The PRresipENT :—On page 25 of the 1844 Charter, it 
states that the College is for “ regulating the nature and 
extent of the examinations, the appointment of persons 
to examine and determine upon the qualifications of such 
students, and for the admission or rejection of such stu- 
dents as members of the same body politic and corporate, 
and fixing and determining the sums of money to be 
paid,” etc. We really have no power to register. 

Mr. Triager:—In accordance with my notice of 
motion I beg to move “That the examination sub-com- 
mittee be instructed to see that the bye-laws relating to 
preliminary examinations be carried out.’ I think we 
may carry that without comment at all. 

The Prestpent :—It appears to me to be simply that 
the bye-laws shall be carried out. We assume the bye- 
laws are carried out. I think we can hardly imagine that 
they are not. 

Mr. Triecer :—Very well. I will withdraw that and 
proceed to the next. I move “ That certificates admitting 
students to any of the veterinary colleges without educa- 
tional examination be lodged with the secretary, 
R.C.V.S., as shall also all papers, answers, and marks of 
students who submit themselves for examination.” Ido 
not wish to hurt anyone’s feelings but I think we have — 
a perfect right as a council to see the certificates. It 
would only be a temporary lodgment, because they are 
the property of the students, who will have them back 
again. [f you do not think No. 1 is necessary, as I have 
said, I will strike it out. : 

Vet.-Capt RaymMonp :—I will second the motion. As 
a matter of fact we know perfectly well that the bye- 
laws for the preliminary examinations are not carrl 
out. We went into the subject the other day. 

The PrestwEent :—If this Council does not carry out 
its bye-laws, its acts illegally. : 

Professor :—The only matter of real 
tance was that the matriculation certificates of students 
had not been handed in to the secretary of the college 
here. I would point out that that is not the case?” 
Scotland; the certificates are handed to the secretary -_ 

Mr. Fraser :—Why should the Council elect 45" 
committee and delegate its own functions ! iw 

Mr. Hunrine :—I will propose that the first rese 
tion be struck out. i to 

Mr. FRasER seconded the motion, which was agreed : 

Mr. TrIGGER’s second resolution was then wage ay 

Mr. Heptey :—I beg to move, in accordance ies of 
notice of motion (1) “ That one or more Mem 
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Council be delegated in rotation to attend each pro- 
fessional examination.”’ (2) “ That the secretary be in- 
structed to keep a rotation list for the purpose.” (3) 
“That the necessary expenses of the delegate or dele- 
gates be defrayed by the funds.” I think the resolutions 
speak for themselves. I could not make them more ex- 
plicit than they are if I stopped here all night. 

Mr. Mason :—I beg to second the first clause of the 
resolution. 

Mr. Fraser :—I simply wish to say that it is not only 
the duty of the Council to see that the examinations are 
properly carried out, but at each examination somebody 
should be present who should be responsible to the presi- 
dent that it is properly conducted. Mr. Hedley’s sugges- 
tions would ensure that. 

Clause 1 of Mr. Hedley’s motion was then agreed to. 

The Presipent:—The second clause is “That the 
secretary be instructed to keep a rotation list for the 
purpose. 

Vet.-Captain RayMonp seconded the resolution,’ which 
was carried. 

The Prestpent:— The third clause is “That the 
necessary expenses of the delegate or delegates be defrayed 
by the funds.” é 

Mr. Mason :—I will second that. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—Is it not sufficient to ask that 
the railway expenses be defrayed ? 

Mr. TriccER :—At the present time we are trying how 
we can possibly cut down the examination expenses. 
Here you are practically appointing two more examiners. 
In these days when the presidents take a great deal more 
active part in the work of the profession than has been 
the case in the past I have no doubt the president will 
be present at the examinations, and being present he wlll 
probably succeed in finding one. or two other members 
who will attend with him. I fail to see that these resolu- 
tions are necessary at all. I move “That no further ex- 
pense be incurred.”’ 

Mr. Hunting :—As a member of this Council I beg 
to say that if I have the misfortune any day to be sent 
to Edinburgh on this rotation list I shali strongly object 
to pay my own expenses there. 

Mr. Trigger :—You need not go. 

Mr. HUNTING :—I might be inclined to do my duty by 
the Council if they required me to go, and if they did so 
I do not see how they could expect me to go there at my 
own expense. It would entail 1oss of time and much ex- 
raga The examiners are paid for both ; we only ask to 

€ paid our expenses—not what we are really out of 
— but our railway expenses. Why should members 
= Council go and look after these examinations? For 

€ very simple reason that we have no examiners on the 
ouncil now, and unless we have some close association 
eT the examinations atime will arrive when we shall 
vea gs that knows nothing whatever about them. 
beg to second Mr. Trigger’s motion 
ce ~ not increase the expenses at the present time. 
tad: cause we cannot afford it. We only get a small 
P Ae it is, and in Scotland it is smaller still. 
tea RayMonp :—Of course we are well acquain- 
row ae © appearance of Mr. Wragg about this time of 
ar, when he comes and tells us that the funds are 
after the Christmas examination the 
ay pe ways very much smaller than after those in 
at the Posen the attendance of members of Council 
iowa on nee I do not wish to repeat Mr. Hunt- 
point on a » Which I strongly support, but I would 
apo it that one of the chief reasons of our existence 
nibther dia look after the examinations. As a 
tions, and sineae of us ever attend the examina- 
ee ae us do not know what is done 
Mr Mart from report. 
:-—The i i 
small question of railway fare is a ver 
item, and the benefit which to 


bers attending the examinations would be very great. 1 
think the money would be well spent. 

The PrestpEnt :—-Will Mr. Hedley substitute for the 
words “necessary expenses” the words “ railway fare”! 

Mr. Hepiey :—* Travelling expenses.” 

Mr. TriaGER’s amendment was then put and lost, and 
the original resolution with the word “ travelling ’’ sub- 
stituted for “ necessary,”’ carried. 


VRTERINARY PHARMACOPGIA. 


The Prestpent:—Mr. Donald has asked me to allow 
him to draw the attention of the Council to a section of 
the Charter of 1844, in which it allows the Council to 
“ purchase, receive, and possess certain properties, goods, 
chattels or other personal property.” He contends that 
a pharmacopceia would be a property to this College, and 
that therefore under that clause he has a right to bring 
forward his resolution with regard toa veterinary pharma- 
copeeia. I would point out that although a pharma- 
copceia, if it were already prepared and in the hands of 
this Council would possibly be a property, whatever the 
value of it might be, yet the fact that it has to be pre- 
pared and issued by the Council, I think. puts him out 
of court. 

Mr. Donatp :—I ask to be allowed to alter the word- 
ing of my resolution so as to make it in accordance with 
the Charter. I should propose to say “purchase and 
possess,” and I think I should be able to prove that it 
would be a source of revenue to the College. 1 have no 
desire to bring this forward if it is notin order. Ido not 
want the trouble of going through my arguments and 
then be told that we have no power to deal with it. It 
does seem to me to be strange that while other cor- 
porate bodies have their pharmacopoeia, this body 
should not possess the power of publishing one. In 
this country ever since about 1600 medical corporate 
bodies have published theirs. 

Vet.-Captain Raymonp:— They probably have the 
power to do so in their Charter or Act of Parliament. 

Mr. Donatp:—It is my contention that we have the 
power in our charter. I wish to alter my resolution so 
that it will read “That the Council do purchase and 
possess a veterinary pharmacopeeia.” [suppose it will be 
expected that I shall follow the usual custom of adducing 
some reason or justification for the motion I am bringing 
before you. Speech-making is foreign to me, and I there- 
fore ask your indulgence while I attempt to put the 
matter before you. Ever since medicine has been culti- 
vated, the necessity of pharmacopaeias has been iucreasing- 
ly recognised. This fact is fully and clearly shown by 
the development of medical science in our own country 
as well as -all over the world. We, as representatives of 
the veterinary profession in this country, occupy a some- 
what unique, and if I may be allowed to say so, in my 
opinion, undesirable position. I think I am correct when 
I say that we are the only corporate body issuing a licence 
to practice medicine which does not have a recognised 
pharmacopeeia as the standard and guide of its graduates. 
1 feel we might well follow the example of the medical 


profession in this matter, and I therefore suggest to you 


that it is desirable that we should possess a pharmacopoeia 
as a standard ard guide for our graduates. It has been 
said that the British Pharmacopceia already contains one 
half of the information required by veterinary surgeons, 
but that is an argument which I feel sure will not be 
seriously brought forward by any member of this Council. 
The fact is that if we exclude substances of a definite 
chemical nature and those of vegetable origin which are 
used in a crude state, not more than one-fourth of the 
the recipes in the British Pharmacopceia are in more or 
less regular use by veterinary surgeons, amt probably 
some of those are used very seldom. Excellent as the 
B. P. is as a guide for the medical man, it cannot be said 
to meet the requirements of our profession, for out of the 
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small number of its preparations in general use by veteri- 
nary surgeons, considerably over one-half are capable of 
being improved—they can be produced at a less cost, they 
can be produced in a form far more convenient and ‘at 
the same time possessing far greater therapeutic adapta- 
bility, and in many cases free from the modifying influ- 
ences of the solvent, which is objectionable alike from a 
therapeutic and an economic point of view. It would be 
presumption on my part to occupy your time by going 
through the pharmacopeeia, but examples will readily 
occur to you. The next objection I have to raise against 
the B. P. is one of omission, A large proportion of the 
agents and preparations necessary for, and in duty used 
by veterinary surgeons find no place in that work. The 
result is that we find different practitioners using the 
same agent in varying strengths, depending upon the 
source from whence it has been obtained, and the effect 
of this upon our therapeutic progress is easily seen. If 
these objections be true, and [assert most positively that 
they are incontrovertible facts, they prove beyond all 
reasonable doubt that the B. P. does not fulfil the re- 
quirements of our profession. The text-books of the 
colleges are accepted by us, as examiners, as the standard 
of knowledge desirable and necessary for a veterinary 
graduate. i many cases, when these works depart from 
the British Pharmacopceia in their preparations, the 
formule given are either simply unworkable or they pro- 
duce preparations which are disgraceful to practical 
pharmacy, while their pathology is in a very deplorable 
condition. I ask you seriously what would be the fate of 
the student who was guided by the text-books and based 
his future practice upon the knowledge derived from them ? 
This Council has already adopted the principle of a 
pharmacopeeia, for a committee was appointed to draw a 
formula to submit to the Inland Revenue Authorities to 
obtain their consent to the use of methylated spirit. A 
veterinary pharmacopceia would benefit the established 
practitioner, it would facilitate the student in acquiring 
necessary knowledge, and fit him for future practice. It 
may be admitted that it is desirable and necessary, but 
it may be asked, is it policy for this Council to take its 
preparation in hand ? e are very much bound by pre- 
cedent, and if we be guided by precedent in this matter 
we shall find that all other corporate bodies have pre- 
pared their own pharmacopceias. The Royal College of 
physicians prepared a pharmacopveia for English practi- 
tioners, the last edition of which appeared in 1836; the 
Edinburgh physicians prepared their pharmacopvweia, the 
last edition appeared in 1814 ; the London pharmacopceia 
passed through 15 editions, the Edinburgh passed through 
14 editions ; and I believe I am correct in saying that 
everyone of these pharmacoposias was a source of revenue 
to its college. In 1867 those colleges combined and they 
published one pharmacopeeia for the whole of the British 
medical practitioners under the title of the British Medi- 
cal Pharmacopeia. To show that this is a source of 
revenue to the Medical Council we will take the last 
edition which was published in 1885. It consisted of 
20,000 copies. It was published in September, 1885, and 
at the end of June 1886, over 19,000 copies of that edition 
had been sold, the net profit to the Council being 
£821 5s.2d. A reprint was ordered which has also been 

sold, and now there is another reprint to be published 
shortly. So that you see clearly that if we were to pub- 

lish a pharmacopceia it would be a source of revenue to 
this College. You will tell me no doubt that our num- 

bers are not so great. That is perfectly true, but at the 

time this edition of the pharmacopceia was published, the 

number of names upon the medical register were in round 

numbers 25,000, and they published an edition of 20.000 

copies which was exhausted in less than twelve months, 

It could very easily be seen what number of copies would 

be required to supply our profession. his British 

Pharmacopoeia is produced at very great cost—there are 


two committees sitting in different parts of the country— 
and I do not anticipate anything like that expense would 
be required to bring out a veterinary pharmacopoeia for 
our profession. I will now move “ That the Council do 
purchase and possess a veterinary pharmacopeeia.” 

Mr. Fraser :—I second Mr. Donald’s resolution as a 
matter of form, in order that the subject may be discussed. 
I confess that the able letters he has sent to The Veteri- 
nary Record have convinced me a good deal of the necessity 
of a pharmacopoeia, but at the same time, before I support 
the resolution I should like to hear more. Much of what 
he has said has weight, and ought to have weight with the 
Council. Certainly the prescriptions found in the materia 
medicas are not those which practical men can be satis- 
fied with. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—There is one thing I did not 
hear Mr. Donald explain, viz., how he would propose to 
bring out this pharmacopceia—whether he would have a 
commnittee, supervise it himself, or whether the members 
of the Committee would be paid, or whether it would be 
a labour of love. We sometimes bring forward very 
admirable ideas, we drop them into the hands of the 
Council, and leave it entirely to them as to how they are 
to be carried out. I think Mr. Donald ought to tell us 
how he is going to bring it out, in detail. 

Prof. Watiey :—I think 1 may claim to be always 
ready to welcome anything which is for the general good 
of the profession, but honestly I can see that there is 
danger to the profession in a publication of this kind. I 
do not quite gather what class of agents or what 
class of preparations Mr. Donald would have us affix 
our stamp to. If he simply means tinctures, for 
instance, that are to be used for ordinary purposes | 
would go with him so far, but then I would beg to point 
out that, so far as I am personally concerned, I use fewer 
tinctures to-day than I ever did in my life, for the reason 
that tinctures become expensive things and you can sub- 
stitute extracts and alkaloids, especially alkaloids, and 
other preparations for our ordinary tinctures at a far less 
cost, and I believe with greater benefit. If we had 
special recipes, every chemists would make up the pre- 
parations and advertise them as “in accordance with the 
Pharmacopoeia of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons.” The British Pharmacopoeia is not a thing which 
I follow very much. If I wished to find any particular 
preparation I should certaiuly look at it, but the dose 
would of course be different from that used for a human 
being. With reference to profit, 1 know something of 
publishing books, and I can honestly say that there 1 
nothing from which one gets so little satisfaction and 
£s.d. Then with regard to Capt. Raymond’s question, 
if its preparation were going to be paid for, a sufficient 
number of copies to pay expenses would not be sold, un- 
less it was to be made a “ Druggist’s Recipe Book.’ If 
it were going to be a book of formuls for druggists 4 
for veterinary surgeons, it would probably sell. 

Mr. Hepugy :—I take it from what Mr. Donuld has 
said that it is not be a labour of love, because his res 
lution is to “purchase and possess,” which means Pay” 
ment for work done. , 

Mr. Donaxp, in reply, said :—Professor Walley a 
of extracts. I will tell him that there are very few = “ 
of the British Pharmacopoeia that are not capable Ae 
great improvement and that cannot be produced at 
considerably less cost than they are at present. a 3 
The Preswent : —Professor Walley asked whether 
was your intention, in bringing this subject egg 
have included in your work recipes that can be " 
by druggists. , tion of 
Mr. Donaup :—No, certainly not. This prepar ists 
the work will certainly require practical pharm 
to deal with it. this 
The Present :—How do you propose to 
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Mr. Donatp :—I should propose to carry it out by a 


small committee of the Council to direct what prepara- 
tions would be desirable for their practice, and to direct 


their practical pharmacists to make preparations meeting | Four Years Scheme be printed.” 


their requirements. 

Mr. Huntine:—I wish to moveanamendment. I do 
so because I do not believe'there has been sufficient 
time given for the consideration of this subject and 
because it seems to me there is something more in Mr. 
Donald’s suggestions than I thought a little while ago. 
I beg to move “ That this Council appoint a committee 
to consider the advisability of preparing or adopting a 
Veterinary Pharmacopceia /”’ 

Mr. Fraser :—I beg to second that. 

The Presipent :—It has been already pointed out by 
the Solicitor that this Council has no power according to 
its charter. 

Mr. Huntine :—With the greatest possible respect for 
the Solicitor’s opinion I must beg to persist in my 
amendment. 

The amendment was then put and agreed to, and after- 
wards carried as a substantive motion. The following 
committee was decided upon: Messrs. Donald, Fraser, 
Hunting, Raymond, Walley and Wragg. | 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp:—I beg to move “That the 
Solicitor be requested to continue his report of the reso- 
lutions of rey oem that are in force to date, and that 
such amended report be included in the forthcoming 
Register.” You will remember that some time ago Mr. 
Mulvey moved, and Mr. Hunting seconded. a motion to 
have the resolutions of Council overhauled with a view to 
their being brought up to date. That was done, and the 
letter was received, dated December, 1891. These are 
not incorporated in the register at all. Itis desirable | 
that they should be incorporated into the new bye-laws 
that are going to be issued, dated from the 1st January, 
1893. Itissomuch a matter of common sense that I 
do not think it requires a formal notice of motion at all ; 
it only requires a resolution. 

Mr. Heptey :—I beg to second the proposition. 

Mr. Hunting :—I take it that Captain Raymond’s 
suggestion means that these resolutions of Council (which 
have not quite the force of bye-laws, because they may be 
wiped out by another resolution of the Cauncil at any 
time without three months’ notice) should be printed in 
a separate form under the head of “ Resolutions.” / 

Vet.-Capt. RayMonp :—Certainly, but there are some | 
bye-laws. 

Mr, Huntine :—They go in, always. What I wanted 


| gentlemen: Mr. Llewellyn Crook, M.R.C.V.S., Manches- 


The PresipEnt :—The Four Years Course will be prin- 
ted as a matter of course. 

Vet.-Capt. RaymMonp :—I beg to propose “That the 

Mr. Huntine :—I second that. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

On the motion of Vet.-Capt. Raymonp, seconded by 
Mr. FRasER, a vote of thanks to the President for his 
conduct in the chair was accorded, and the Council ad- 
journed. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Blackfriars 
Hotel, Manchester, on December 7th, 1892. The Presi- 
dent, William Woods, Esq., occupied the chair. There 
were 25 members and friends present. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed, they having appeared in the veterinary 
periodicals. The letters of apology were read. 


New Members. 
Mr. FauLKNER nominated for membership the following 


ter; Mr. John Norbury, M.R.C.V.S., Macclesfield; Mr. 
Edward Nelson, M.R.C.V.S., Hyde. 


Tue INstTiItUTE oF PREVENTIVE MEDICINE. 


The Secretary reported on several letters and circu 
lars received in connection with the British Institute of 
Preventive Medicine, and the President entered more 
fully into the objects of the Institution. After some dis- 
cussion the further consideration of the same was ad- 
journed until the March meeting. 


Day or MEETING, 


Mr. George Howe moved, and Mr. E. FauLKner 
seconded, that the day of meeting be altered from the 
second Wednesday to the first ‘Thursday in the month, 
and that the hour of meeting be four o’clock. Carried 
unanim<¢ usly. 

OFFICERS, 


to point out was that the changes of “men and manners 
on this Council” (laughter) ought to be shown in our 
register, and in our books and papers, because the change | 
has been very great. We have tried to organise the | 
thing and put it on a fair, honest, open basis, and we 
ought to have credit for doing so. 
port Captain Raymond’s resolution. 

Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—If this is passed I would sug- 


Mr. Tuatcner (Solicitor) :—I wish to take instruc- 


come under the section to which it relates or at the end. 


the end, 


Mr. Huntine :—Under the head of “ Resolutions in _holme 


force” I should think. 
Vet.-Capt. Raymonp :—Yes. | 


The Prestpenr :—It is proposed and seconded that officers. 


these resolutions be pri : 
Register that is to in new 


te, 


The PRESIDENT :—U 
NT :— to th 
The resolution was then 


Mr. Horxty, that Mr. W. A. Taylor be elected president 
‘for the ensuing year. 


| gentlemen for the honour you have conferred once more 
smanease I shall sup- | aie me, and I assure you that as far as my efforts shall 


serve, the reputation and dignity of the Association shall 


- that the Four Years Scheme be also printed with | not suffer at my hands. 


ti /Thomas Briggs were duly elected vice-presidents. On 
as to whether you would wish each resolution to | Locke, ded by Mr 
It woul F _; Taylor, Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme was re-elected secretary. ae 
he on good deal of trouble if by Mr. Hopkin, seconded by Mr. J. B. Wolsten- 


*. Hepvey :—That bri resoluti to subject of the use of mallein as a diagnostic,agent in 
suspected of glanders in which he stated that he 

was satisfied from information he had received, and from 
| particulars of cases which he communicated to the meet- 


Proposed by Mr. THomas Greaves and seconded by 


Carried unanimously. 
Mr. W. A. Taytor said :—“I thank you very much 


On the motion of the Prestpent, Mr. G. G. Mayor ; 


, that Mr. W. Woods be treasurer. Messrs. John 
ind Alexander Lawson were elected auditors. i 
A cordial vote of thanks was accorded to the retiring 


é 


THe Use or MALLEIN, 
The Presipent then made a communication on the 


| 
hey 
Taq 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
A 
4 
OF 
"hs 
e 
ay? 
4 
: 
id 
f 
n- 
lf 4 
| 
as 
ks 
cts 
of 
ta 
i 
of 
sts da 
his 


u 


SS 


» 


406 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fanuary 21, 1893 


ing, that in almost if not quite all the cases in which 
mallein was used it would definitely decide the question 
of the presence or absence of glanders, and drew atten- 
tion to the fact that in affected cases not only was the 
temperature usually raised four degrees or even five 
degrees F. within a few hours; but at the seat of inocula- 
tion occurred almost invariably a hard painful swelling 
increasing in size for two or three days, together with 
general dulness and loss of appetite ; while in healthy 
animals there was no reaction whatever, no rise of tem- 
perature, or at any rate not more than 1 degree, no 
swelling at all at the seat of inoculation and no interfer- 
ence with the general health. 

Mr. Woops then went on to say :—I must express my 
thanks to Dr. Roux, of the Pasteur Institute, for enabling 
me to bring this communication to your kuowledge, 
which to my mind goes far to prove that mallein is a most 
powerful and valuable means of diagnosis, which will 
enable us to completely and thoroughly eradicate glanders 
from this country. The similarity of the method of pre- 
paration of this material with tuberculin leads me to 
believe, and to hope, that in the near future, when our 
legislature has taken in hand the extirpation of tubercu- 
losis we shall have prepared and perfected tubercu- 
lin, the injection of which will determine in the course 
of a few hours with absolute certainty whether tubercu- 
losis is present in the animal operated upon or not. The 
value of this can scarcely be estimated, knuwing as we do 
the difficulty of recognising tuberculosis in its early 
stages and the importance of doing so if we are to 
attempt successfully to eradicate it. I trust that ere long 
we may have in this country an Institute for the prepara- 
tion of remedies like tuberculin and mallein. Ido not 
know what has become of the ambition of Englishmen 
that we are content to lag behind even the least civilised 
of European nations in the science of Preventive Medi- 
cine. I hope that the stigma may be soon removed, and 
that the efforts which are now being made may soon re- 
sult in the formation of a British Institute of Preven- 
tive Medicine, so that we may take our place among the 
nations of the earth in the study of those diseases which 
now afflict both man and the lower animals, so many of 
which ought to be completely eradicated, and their 
names only. permitted to remain in the roll of history. 

_A hearty vote of thanks was accurded the president for 
his most interesting communication. 


RapicaL OPERATION FOR QuITToR, 
By Mr. W. Dacre. 


Mr. W. Dacre said that he proposed to make a few 
remarks on the treatment of quittor,and hoped the mem- 
bers would pardon him in not having prepared a set 
paper, as the meeting of the Association had been called 
for a week earlier than he anticpated. 

The cause of quittor was rarely obscure. It was dne 
to external injury, and in nine cases out of ten the con- 
dition was seen at the quarter. There is painful tume- 
faction of the part with more or less suppuration from 
one or more sinuses. A bad quittor is always a source 
of anxiety, and one, when reporting on toa client, the 
surgeon has to speak of with considerable uncertainty both 
as to duration and result. The usual treatment adopted 
in such cases, for myself, and I presume everybody else, 
is plugging with corrosive sublimate, and afterwards re- 
moving with the knife, or other means, any diseased 
tissue found at the bottom of the sinus. You have now 
got a hole into which you can put your thamb and you 

nd that the sinus looks healthy for a few days, and 
you flatter yourself that this is not going to be one of 
those dreadful cases. It heals up, but it eventually 
breaks out again—the sinus is deeper—in fact looks as 
though it were going under the coronary band. You 
make a dependent orifice and pass a seton through. In 


time you think the only discharge is from the internal 
face of the sinus and you remove the seton hoping that 
it will drain and heal. Frequently the external orifice 
closes and one or more new openings are formed, and you 
still have the trouble to face. 

We have all been taught that the coronary band must 
not be interfered with, and that if interfered with the 
secretion of horn ceases and a false quarter is the result. 
At the beginning of the present year I had several cases 
of quittor which all the usual treatment had failed to 
cure, and I determined to attempt to eradicate the dis- 
ease. To this end J cast, and with tight bandaging made 
the operation a bloodless one. Then having stripped the 
quarter I inserted a probe as far as I could insinuate it, 
and cut down upon it right through the coronary band. 
On the face of the lateral cartilage at about its attach- 
ment with the pedal bone I found a piece of diseased 
tissue of a pale green colour. This I had no doubt was 
the cause of the persistence of the disease. I then, out 
of the tumefied tissues, cut out a wedge-shaped piece, in- 
cluding the coronary band, right down on to the lateral 
cartilage ; very carefully dissected away a portion of the 
healthy tissue around the pea green diseased part, and 
finally removed the diseased portion. The piece taken 
out was from 2 to 2} inches wide on the surface and nar- 
rower at the base. The wound was dressed with carbo- 
lised oil and tow, and tightly bandaged up. This dress- 
ing was not removed for about three days after the 
operation, after which similar dressings were applied, 
and the case made a good recovery in about a month, 
without the formation of false quarter. 

Since then I have operated upon eight other cases, and 
in every case have been completely successful ; the horses 
are sound, and working on the Manchester stones. [nstead 
of a false quarter the hcrn seems to be thicker and 
stronger over the part operated upon, and all that can 
be seen of the operation are two slight grooves or indents 
following the lines on which the horn was originally 
stripped. In several cases when I had got to the point 
of the probe as first inserted I found the sinus went 
another direction ; it was then necessary to re-insert the 
probe and follow it to the extremity of the sinus. The 
same pea-green portion of diseased tissue was recogn! 
in each case. When the wedge of tumefied tissue [ have 
described is taken out I am very careful to leave the 
coloured diseased ‘portion to the last : carefully dissect- 
ing off with it } inch square of healthy tissue from the 
face of the cartilage. One of these cases was a kicking 
mare which it would have been impossible to have treated 
and dressed in the old manner; as it was the wound re 
quired very little dressing, and she made a good recovery. 
Eight of these cases were in light horses, the other was that 
of a cart horse jin which the quittor had resulted from 
bruised and suppurating heel of a hind foot; the same 
treatment was adopted and a similar result arrived at. In 
several of the cases the disease extended to the lamin cove™ 
ing the upper part of the pedal bone, and it was ane 
to dissect them off right on to the bone. No unfavour 
symptoms appeared. I-am very careful to examine : 
wound with my finger and see that it is perfectly ae ; 
and that no remnants of diseased or partly detacit 
tissue remain. It is essential that the operation “* i 
be a bloodless one, and from the experience I yon - 
you may operate with impunity. I may here say pore 
the piece of coronary band excised in each of these nage 
would be from } to} inch in length. The hemort a 
may be controlled by tightly bandaging. As! have but 
I did not remove the first dressings for three day 
at the same time I closely watched the patient, 4” 
thought there was uneasiness from over tight <a 
should of course remove them. Should one oF 08 you 
these horses die I shall endeavour to bring ea the 
the feet for inspection. It is my practice to ' 
shoe off for about a month. 


if) 
i 
4 
| 
it 
iit 
| t 
g 
of 
di 
in 
ap 
md 
pa 
ye 
cey 
to 
| nig 
an 
Cat 
Da 
Us; 
Wit 


Fanuary 21, 1893 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 407 


Mr. Dacre very fully illustrated his remarks by dis- 
sected feet, and brought with him, preserved in glycerine, 
the portion of diseased tissue removed from the base of 
the sinus in each of the cases. 


Discussion. 


The Presipent :—I think we have heard perhaps one 
of the most interesting and instructive papers that I 
have listened to during my membership of this Associa- 
tion. A good many people have discovered, or fancy they 
have discovered, successful methods of treatment, and 
many keep those methods to themselves, rather than take 
the profession into their confidence. This treatment is 
bound to cure quittor. The only thing is, whether it will 
leave anything else worse than quittor. The operation as 
performed in France is much the same as that adopted by 
Mr. Dacre, but as I have seen it there, they simply cut 
through with the knife and tear the horn off at the heel, 
after which the knife is put wnder the coronary band anda 
shaving or two of cartilage taken away,on the same prin- 
ciple as Mr. Dacre’s, but they are most particular to leave 
the coronary band intact, but the cases I saw were always 
shod before they got on their feet again. It was astonish- 
ing how the horses would get up and walk away imme- 
diately after the operation, and how in the course of a 
fortnight they would be almost in a fit condition for 
working. This operation is simple in its character be- 
cause you can see what you are doing. If, as Mr. Dacre 
said, it is such a successful operation I think we might 
adopt it with safety. Personally [am very much obliged 
to Mr. Dacre for bringing forward his paper. 

Mr. J. T. THompson :—I have been very interested in 
the paper which Mr. Dacre has given us. For my own 
part I have done similar operations. Ina great number 
of cases I have removed 4 inch of the coronary band. In 
scores of cases 1 have taken the whole of the horn and 
tissues right away under the coronary band to the 
bottom. I have performed the operation a great number 
of times and have never seen a foot that has been damaged 
by it. You could certainly see that it had been a quittor. 
Lused to be afraid to remove the coronary band, but I 
came to the conclusion it was no use, you must go clean 
through. I probe it, have the hoof well rasped away un- 
til very thin, and cut down, removing the horn all about. 
I generally put on a tourniquet to prevent bleeding. 
When I have got to the probe I[ open well out and get to 
— this discoloured material is, which is always 

ere. 

Mr, Dacrz, in replying to a number of questions put by 
Mr. Hopkin, said that having stripped the horn from 
the adjacent part he inserted the probe and took it as a 
guide, cutting right down to it and following it to its very 
extremity. That he took out the before-described wedge 
of tissue, cutting right down from the exterior to the | 
diseased portion. That the lower part of the wound be- 
ing narrower he had found no difficulty in the wound 


surgically with the coronary band, and certainly, on re- 
flection, could remember that very few false quarters had 
resulted. 

The Presipent, having referred to the able paper of 
Mr. Dacre, remarked that from what he had heard to- 
night a reason for the formation of false quarter and a 
means for its treatment had been suggested. To him it 
would appear that the cause of false quarter would be the 
healing of any injury to the coronary band with the in- 
terposition of a little fibrous tissue between the edges 
where they met in the centre, and the treatment would 
be that of removing a portioa of the coronary band in- 
cluding the imperfect portion on which the false quarter 
was moulded. 

Mr. Dacre replied briefly in explanation of what he 
had already stated. He also remarked that on one 
occasion when opening up a sandcrack for the evacuation 
of a collection of pus at the coronet he took a portion of 
the coronary band away from each side of the fissure, and 
the case made a perfect recovery. The horn was strong 
and good, and the sandcrack which had existed for years 
never reappeared, Of course he would not perform the 
operation unless he had a real case of quittor to deal 
with, but having satisfied himself that such did exist, and 
having noted the direction of the sinuses, he should cer- 
tainly operate, and not wait until a long tedious course 
of injections and blisters had failed in their object. He 
should not have made the present communication if his 
observations had been based on a single case, but having 
had nine in succession, and all of them proving a success 
he felt it to be his duty to bring the subject before the 
Society. He might add that in the case of a roan mare, 
which was a kicker, he found after the lapse of a month 
from the first operation that the disease was not cured— 
a fresh sinus was formed and suppurating. The second 
operation was, however, entirely successful, This was 
the only case in which he had had to operate a second 
time, and it was just possible that the violence of the 
mare had either interfered in completing the original 
operation as thoroughly and as carefully as he might have 
done, or that the difficulty of attending to the dressings 
in the after-treatment had been the cause of non-success 
at the first attempt. 

Mr. E. Fautkner :—With the rest of the previous 
speakers I feel myself very much indebted to Mr. Dacre 
for the very able address given us in this new aspect of 
foot surgery. With regard to his general principles of 
surgery [ take it that there is nothing particularly new 
about it. He goes to the bottom of it ; aud I take it that 
he has taken a broad view in endeavouring to get to the 
caise, and in doing so found it necessary to adopt a cer- 
tain procedure. I do not think that all cases of quittor 
necessitate this method of treatment. On three different 


occasions I did the same operation to a certain extent, 


but never before this evening have I known that we could 


deal with the coronary band in the way Mr. Dacre has 


g ually filling up by granulations. Chloroform may 
f _s ifa practitioner so chooses. After the removal | 
ot the horn Mr. Dacre found that the operation occupied 


told us. It isa very important thing to know what we 
can do with certain structures, and for the new informa- 
tion I feel myself very much indebted to Mr. Dacre. [| 


about 15 minutes. have removed on three occasions diseased cartilage of a 
t. Horktn expressed his determination to try the pea-green color. I agree with Mr. Dacre and Mr. Taylor 
= ‘that we have to get down upon the offending material. [f 
Mr. ALEXANDER Lawson thanked Mr. Dacre for his | it happens to be diseased cartilage it must be renoved— 
paper, and remarked that he had known him for many | if you are to doany good, I also agree with Mr. Hopkin 
ot and that he was a very good operator, He should | in the formation of false quarter during the treatment of 
M, in try his method. quittor. I have had false quarter in several cases result- 

to M, = A. Tayxor said that he was persoually indebted ing as | thought from injury to the coronary band. 
night. The. for the paper he had brought forward to- Mr. Greaves :—I think Mr. Dacre has given us a 
oat it 1e treatment was new in several of its phases, | thorough description of this operation for quittor. | 
cause ear bore out the old adage of removing the | have seen it performed by other veterinary surgeons at 
Dacre = he effect will cease. He agreed with Mr. | other times, I have never performed the operaffin my- 
usual] the the cause of the persistence of quittor was | self, but during my experience I have seen a good few 
with 4 ~ presence of some diseased tissue in connection | cases of quittor and some of |them have got better without 
© lateral cartilage. He had frequently interfered | recourse to an operation such as that described by Mr. 
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Dacre. I must say that my opinion about the danger of 
destroying the coronary substance has altered from what 
it used to be. I used to think it was a very important 
thing to remove, or destroy, the coronary substance, but 
when we remember that we have scores of cases of treads 
where the wounds have been so severe that sloughs have 
come away from out of the coronary substance and no 
false quarter has resulted, it is evident that a very con- 
siderable amount of repair may take place. Mr. Greaves 
then discussed what really constituted a quittor, and said 
that he did not think a quittor was present when pus was 
issuing from the coronet coming upwards from the sole 
of the foot consequent upon an injury in shoeing. He 
did not think Mr. Dacre’s operation was necessary in the 

treatment of such cases, but if he found that his own 

ordinary treatment for quittor failed should, have now 

= hesitation in adopting the method described by Mr. 

acre. 


Mr. J. B. WotstenHoLME thanked Mr. Dacre for his 
paper and remarked that he had had recently three in- 
tractable cases of quittor which he had treated with the 
knife, removing the quarter, opening up the coronary 
band on to the lateral cartilage, and removing small por- 
tions of diseased tissue endeavoured to get the wound 
healed from the bottom by keeping the sides apart by 
mears of tow saturated with carbolised oil, but again and 
again the sinuses had re-formed, and it was only after the 
lapse of months that the cases were cured. No false quar- 
ter had resulted, but he thought that had Mr. Dacre’s 


treatment been boldly followed out much valuable time 
would have been saved. He should try the operation on 
the first fitting opportunity. 

A cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Dacre concluded the 
business of the evening. 


Jno. B. WotstENHOLME, Hon. Sec. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


- 


Tue VETERINARY Mutua, DEFENCE 
Financial Statement, January 1st to December 31st, 1892 


1892 REcEIVED. £ d. 


Balance at Bank on £157 19 
» in hand Jan. Ist 1892 14 0 
Subscriptions in 1892 paid into Bank 
Bank interest, June 0 19 
December 1 3 


RO 


” ” 


£254 3 11 


1892 Pat. 

Jan. 8th Paid to Mr. Locke 011 6 
» 20th ,, Mr. Meredith for Defence 

Society’s Rules, etc. 3.19 7 

Dec. 30th Wrapper, circulars, etc. eos 010 6 

» do. 0 2 6 

Secretary’s expenses “- 1 4 6 

In hand one - 410 3 

£254 3 


JamMEs W. INGRAM. 


Audited and found correct, January 10th 1893. { Sua. B. Woaksnmmecut. 


NatIoNAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
Financial Statement, January 1st to December 31st 1892 


Cr. £ d.| Dr. £4 
Balance in Bank, Jan. 1st 1892 148 1 8} Jan. 8th Paid to Mr. Lock “Ee? 
Sir F. FitzWygram (Donation) 1 0 O| ,, 20th ,, Mr. Meredith for Chubb’s 1 
Four dividends, Mersey Docks 73 7 4 deed boxes, circulars, rules I 
Two dividends, in Corporation of Manchester 26 6 6) Feb. 13th Cobbett & Wheeler for Trust 9 
Bank Interest, two half-years 118 7 Deeds, ete, ° 51 3 
Invested in Mersey Docks 1900 U0 0} Dee. 31st At Bank 236 19 0 
Invested in Corporation of Manchester 900 0 0 - In Mersey Docks 1900 ; 0 
at In Manchester Corporation 900 
14 
£3050 14 1 


Audited and found correct, January 10th 1893. { 


James W. INGRAM. 
Jno. B. Wo.LsTENHOLME. 


Tuomas Greaves, Hon. Treasurer 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


£ 8.4. d. 
SirF.FitzWygram1 0 0 | J. E. Scriven 010 6 
H. Hogben 010 6 Pickering 010 6 
G. A. Oliver Oly 6 . Morgan 010 6 
Finlay Dun 010 6 = a 010 6 
E. H. Leach 010 6 . Woodger 010 0 
G. T. Pickering 1 1 0O | T. Secker 010 6 
G. Rugg 010 6 | W. Woods 010 6 
J. C. James 010 6 | T. Hopkins 010 6 
A. W. Mason 010 6 | P. Taylor 010 6 
Prof. Walley 010 A. 010 6 
J. M. Axe 010 6 | J. Storrar 010 6 
A. L. Gibson 010 6 | J. 8. Carter 010 6 
W. Elan 010 6| W.5-Melvey 6 

. Elam J. vey 
H. Howse 010 6 | Hy. Snarry 010 6 
A. H. Jacobs 010 6 | F. T. Stonley 010 6 
Hy. Thompson 010 6 | A. M.Michielis 111 6 
James Clark 010 6 | Lloyd Jones 111 6 
D. Oswald 010 6 010 6 
. B. Tutt 010 6 | A. Lawson 010 6 
W. Roots 010 6 | W. A. Field 010 6 
J. —— 010 6 | R. Mackinder 010 6 
Roalfe Cox 010 6 | T.D. Lambert 010 6 
R. Reynolds 010 6 | F. W. Kendal 111 6 
010 6 | O.T. Williams 010 6 
. J. Collins 010 6 | G. V. Barrow 010 6 
F. G. Samson 010 6 | Hy. Beard 111 6 
E. Faulkner 010 6 | H. Ferguson 010 6 
. B. Jones 
C. Sheather 010 6 | T. Briggs SS 
F. H. Stevens 111 6! E. Newsom 110 
F. H. Ridler 010 6 A. W. Hoare 111 6 
C. Hartley 010 J. Leather & Son 1 1 38 
J.E. Kitchin 010 6 | J. Ingram 111 6 
F. W. Wragg 010 6 T. Greaves 010 6 
G.E. Bowman 010 R.C. Trigger 010 6 
H. Ferguson 1 1 0. W. Whittle 010 6 
. Carless 10 6 | T. W. Cave 010 6 
T. Danby 010 6 Hy. Olver 010 0 
T. E. Auger 010 T. A. Frost 010 6 
W.F. Peacock 010 6 Hy. Goodall 010 6 
T. Aubrey 010 6  W. Bower 010 6 
10 6 Hy. Cartwright 010 6 
. C. Edw 10 6 G. Morgan 0 7 6 
Wm. Shipley 010 6 F.M. Hill 111 6 
B. Cartledge 010 6 Hy. Olver 010 6 
G.Ball& Son 1 1 0 4H.R.Perrins 010 6 
G. A. Banham 010 6 | W. A. Webb 010 6 
T. A. Dollar 010 6 | Prof. Williams 010 6 
W. Dobie 010 6 | J.B. Taylor 010 6 
A.S.Macqueen 111 6) A. Over 010 6 
> Beddard 010 6 Hy. Blunt 11 0 
- H. Russell 010 6. T. A. Rndkin 010 6 
T. Batt Son 1 1 0 H.D.Choriton 010 6 
T.G.Chesterman 010 6) 
‘ Freer 010 6. £80 1 9 
P. Deighton 100. 
A. McCormack 111 6 


THe Cenrran VETERINARY MeEpican Socrery. 


Correction. In the re i i 

. port of January meeting which 

last week—in Prof. on the 

pg Pe mange with diluted Jeyes’ Fluid, the pro- 

(nat =a of fluid to water should read twenty ounces 
ead of two ounces) to three gallons of water. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


ARMY FARRIERS AND FARRIKERY. 


With the new year have come alterations in the 
Army which will greatly add to the efficiency of the 
service. Ky «a new Royal Warrant the farrier’s 
position has been greatly improved, and he now is 
recognised as a skilled workman as well as a soldier. 
Farrier sergeant was, under the old rule, only a 
name ; the bearer of the title was really but a pri- 
vate soldier and a farrier, not qualified to join the 
sergeant’s mess and not expected to act with the 
private. Now a Farrier-sergeant after three years 
may be promoted to Staff Sergeant-farrier, a rank 
which carries with it all the privileges of regimental 
sergeant including increased pay and pension. A 
new grade isalso established, that of Corporal shoe- 
ing-smith which is intermediate between shoeing- 
smith and sergeant-farrier. This prevents the too 
sudden jump from shoeing-smith to farrier-sergeant 
and puts the farrier more on level terms, as to pro- 
motion, with the other sergeants. 

For some years lately there has been in the Army 
a tendency to minimise the importance of the farrier 
and his art. With a largely increased use of machine 
shoes there was a system of manufacturing horse- 
shvers from the rank and file, based apparently ona 
notion that if a man could be taught in a few weeks 
to nail a shoe on to a good foot he might be 
called a horse-shoer and entrusted with the work in 
case of emergency. ‘The effect of this policy was to 
impress those who did not know with the idea that 
farriery was u very simple matte:—merely, in fact, 
nailing an iron shoe on to a hoof. 

The changes introduced by the present Director- 
General of the Army Veterinary Department show 
that the idea now is that the Farrier is an important 
man in a regiment—as he is in civil life—and that 
the men cannot be too well instructed in their art or 
he too well treated when they become experienced 
in their difficult calling. With the increased pay 
and position it is provided that before a man can be 
made a shoeing-smith he must engage to serve for 


12 years with the Colours imstead of engaging like 


the ordinary soldier for seven years This prevents 
the loss to the Army of trained men; just when they 
are most useful We welcome the change, not only 
on account of its adding efficiency to our Army but 
because it must directly add to the appreciation of 
the-farrier in civil life. Far too long and far too 
often bas the idea prevailed and been expressed that 
farriery was a simple art, and farriers an igaorant 
and stupid class. The evils of farriery may be 
traced almost entirely to the theorists who have 
written and advised on a subject they never under- 
stuod. 

‘The changes affecting the farriers are not the only 
one provided for in the Army. The system of shoeing 
is also modified. ‘The late authorities —— 
machine-made shoes and cold-shoeing. Only one- 
fourth of the horses were shod with hand-made 
shoes, and the time must soon have been reached at 
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Dacre. I must say that my opinion about the danger of 
destroying the coronary substance has altered from what 
it used to be. I used to think it was a very important 
thing to remove, or destroy, the coronary substance, but 
when we remember that we have scores of cases of treads 
where the wounds have been so severe that sloughs have 
come away from out of the coronary substance and no 
false quarter has resulted, it is evident that a very con- 


Mr. J. B. WotstennoimeE thanked Mr. Dacre for his 
paper and remarked that he had had recently three in- 
tractable cases of quittor which he had treated with the 
knife, removing the quarter, opening up the coronary 
band on to the lateral cartilage, and removing small por- 
tions of diseased tissue endeavoured to get the wound 
healed from the bottom by keeping the sides apart by 
mears of tow saturated with carbolised oil, but again and 


siderable amount of repair may take place. Mr. Greaves | again the sinuses had re-formed, and it was only after the 
Hy! then discussed what really constituted a quittor, and said | lapse of months that the cases were cured. No false quar- 
i ki that he did not think a quittor was present when pus was | ter had resulted, but he thought that had Mr. Dacre’s 
‘ issuing from the coronet coming upwards from the sole | treatment been boldly followed out much valuable time 
ue) of the foot consequent upon an injury in shoeing. He | would have been saved. He should try the operation on 
al i did not think Mr. Dacre’s operation was necessary in the | the first fitting opportunity. 
: He treatment of such cases, but if he found that hisown| A cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Dacre concluded the 
Ay, ; Ubi ordinary treatment for quittor failed should have now | business of the evening. 
1 ti i i | no hesitation in adopting the method described by Mr. Jno. B. WoisteNHOLME, Hon. Sec. 
i Dacre. 
na i i NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND DEFENCE SOCIETY. 
J 
Tue Vererinary Derence 
| i Hh Financial Statement, January 1st to December 31st, 1892 
1892 RECEIVED. £ s. d.| 1892 Pat. d 
ah Balance at Bank -” £157 19 6 Jan. 8th Paid to Mr. Locke 011 6 
I » . inhand Jan. lst 1892 14 0 4 1711910| » 20th ,, Mr. Meredith for Defence 
+ Subscriptions in 1892 paid into Bank 80 1 9 Society’s Rules, etc. 319 7 
Bank interest, June 019 1 Dec. {0th Wrapper, circulars, etc. 0lv 6 
‘ » December 1 3 3 22 4| » do. 0 2 6 
if i Secretary’s expenses 1 4 6 
In hand 410 3 
At Bank 243 5 7 
ice 
£254 3 11 £254 3 
James W. InGRAM. 


Audited and found correct, January 10th 1893. { 


Jno. B. WotsTENHOLME. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 


Financial Statement, January 1st to December 31st 1892 
Cr. £ s. d.| Dr. £54 3 
megs Yt Balance in Bank, Jan. 1st 1892 148 1 8 | Jan. 8th Paid to Mr. Lock 10? 
Sir F. FitzWygram (Donation) 1 0 O| ,, 20th ,, Mr. Meredith for Chubb’s 1 
Four dividends, Mersey Docks 73 7 4 deed boxes, circulars, rules 
weg Two dividends, in Corporation of Manchester 26 6 6/| Feb. 13th Cobbett & Wheeler for Trust 9 i 
Bank Interest, two half-years 118 7 Deeds, ete. 517 3 
‘de Invested in Mersey Docks 1900 0 0| Dec. 3ist At Bank 236 1° : 
ig. 7 Invested in Corporation of Manchester 900 0 0 ” In Mersey Docks 1900 0 0 q 
. In Manchester Corporation 900 0 4 
50 14 

£3050 14 1 


Audited and found correct, January 10th 1893. { 


James W. INGRAM. 
Jno. B. WoisTENHOLME. 


Tuomas Greaves, Hon. Treaswrer 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. 


£ d. £ 8s. d. 
SirF.FitzWygraml1 0 0 | J. E. Scriven 010 6 
H. Hogben 010 6 = = Pickering 010 6 
G. A. Oliver 010 6 . Morgan 010 6 
Finlay Dun 010 6 010 6 
E. H. Leach 010 6 . Woodger 010 0 
G. T. Pickering 1 1 0O | T. Secker 010 6 
G. Rugg 010 6 | W. Woods 010 6 
J. C. James 010 6 010 6 
A. W. Mason 010 6 . Taylor 010 6 
Prof. Walley 010 6 * a 010 6 
J. M. Axe 010 6 . Storrar 010 6 
A. L. Gibson 010 6 | J. 8S. Carter 010 6 
J. Rowe 010 6 | H. G. Rogers 111 6 
W. Elam 010 6 | W. J. Mulvey 111 6 
A-H.Jncobs 010 6 | Storey 010 6 

. H. Jacobs . T. Stonley 
Hy. Thompson 010 6 | A.M. Michielis 111 6 
James Clark 010 6 | Lloyd Jones 111 6 
J. D. Oswald 010 6 | John Lawson 010 6 
J. B. Tutt 010 6 | A. Lawson 010 6 
W. Roots 010 6 | W.A. Field 010 6 
J. Freeman 010 6 | R. Mackinder 010 6 
Roalfe Cox 010 6 | T.D. Lambert 010 6 
R. Reynolds 010 6 | F. W. Kendal 111 6 
: io 010 6 | O.T. Williams 010 6 
. J. Collins 010. 6 | G. V. Barrow 010 6 
F. G. Samson 010 6 | Hy. Beard 111 6 
E. Faulkner 010 6 | H. Ferguson 010 6 
‘ . B. Jones 
C. Sheather 010 6 | T. Briggs 1 1 0 
F. H. Stevens 111 6 | E. Newsom 110 
F. H. Ridler 010 6 A. W. Hoare 111 6 
C. Hartley 010 6 J.Leather& Son 1 1 3 
J.E. Kitchin 010 6 | J. Ingram 111 6 
F. W. Wragg 010 6 T. Greaves 010 6 
G.E. Bowman 010 R.C. Trigger 010 6 
H. Ferguson 1 1 0. W. Whittle 010 6 
10 6 10 6 
. Carless 10 6 | T. W. Cave 010 6 
T. Danby 010 6 Hy. Olver 010 0 
T. E. Auger 010 6 T.A. Frost 010 6 
W.F. Peacock 010 6 Hy. Goodall 010 6 
T. Aubrey 010 6 . Bower 010 6 
D. Charnock 010 6 #£=Hy. Cartwright 010 6 
R.C. Edwards 010 6 Morgan 0 7 6 
Wm. Shipley 010 -F.M. Hill 111 6 
B. Cartledge 010 6 Hy. Olver 010 6 
G. Ball & Son 1 1 0 H.R. Perrins 010 6 
G.A. Banham 0 10 6 | W. A. Webb 010 6 
10 6 Prof. Williams 0 10 6 
- Dobie 
Beddard 010 6 Hy. Blunt 110 
Russell 010 6. T. A. Rndkin 010 6 
- Batt & Son 1 1 0 H.D.Choriton 010 6 
T.G.Chesterman 0 10 
B. Freer 010 6) 80 1 9 
P. Deighton 
A. McCormack 111 


THe Cenrran VETERINARY Mepica. Society. 


Correction. In the re : i 
. ; port of January meeting which 
last week—in Prof. remarks on the 
oe of mange with diluted Jeyes’ Fluid, the pro- 
eee ns of fluid to water should read twenty ounces 
stead of two ounces) to three gallons of water. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


ARMY FARRIERS AND FARRIERY. 


With the new year have come alterations in the 
Army which will greatly add to the efficiency of the 
service. Ky a new Royal Warrant the farrier’s. 
position has been greatly improved, and he now is 
recognised as a skilled workman as well as a soldier. 
Farrier sergeant was, under the old rule, only a 
name ; the bearer of the title was really but a pri- 
vate soldier and a farrier, not qualified to join the 
sergeant’s mess and not expected to act with the 
private. Now a Farrier-sergeant after three years 
may be promoted to Staff Sergeant-farrier, a rank 
which carries with it all the privileges of regimental 
sergeant including increased pay and pension. A 
new grade isalso established, that of Corporal shoe- 
ing-smith which is intermediate between shoeing- 
smith and sergeant-farrier. This prevents the too 
sudden jump from shoeing-smith to farrier-sergeant 
and puts the farrier more on level terms, as to pro- 
motion, with the other sergeants. 

For some years lately there has been in the Army 
a tendency to minimise the importance of the farrier 
and his art. With a largely increased use of machine 
shoes there was a system of manufacturing horse- 
shvers from the rank and file, based apparently ona 
notion that if a man could be taught in a few weeks 
tc nail a shoe on to a good foot he might be 
called a horse-shoer and entrusted with the work in 
case of emergency. The effect of this policy was to 
impress those who did not know with the idea that 
farriery was a very simple matte:—merely, in fact, 
nailing an iron shoe on to a hoof. 

The changes introduced by the present Director- 
General of the Army Veterinary Department show 
that the idea now is that the Farrier is an important 
man in a regiment—as he is in civil life—and that 
the men cannot be too well instructed in their art or 
he too well treated when they become experienced 
in their difficult calling. With the increased pay 
and position it is provided that before a man can be 
made a shoeing-smith he must engage to serve for 
12 years with the Colours instead of engaging like 
the ordinary soldier for seven years ‘This prevents 
the loss to the Army of trained men; just when they 
are most useful We welcome the change, not only 
on account of its adding efficiency to our Army but 
because it must directly add to the appreciation of 
the-farrier in civil life. Far too long and far too 
often bas the idea prevailed and been expressed that 
farriery was a simple art, and farriers an igaorant 
and stupid class. The evils of farriery may be 
traced almost entirely to the theorists who have 
written and advised on a subject they never under- 
stood. 

‘The changes affecting the farriers are not the only 
one provided for in the Army. The system ot shoeing 
is also modified. The late authorities — 
machine-made shoes and cold-shoeing. Only one- 
fourth of the horses were shod with hand-made 
shoes, and the time must soon have been reached at 
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which Army farriers would have lost the art of 
making and fitting shoes. Now, the proportion of 
hand-made shoes is one-half, and men may learn 
their trade properly. On active service it may be 
granted that machine-made shoes and nails must be 
adopted and cold-shoeing put up with. Coals and 
iron cannot always be carried or men find the time 
to make shoes. Emergencies may be provided for 
when they arise, but during peace it is as well to 
adopt methods which will ensure good workmen. 
The proportion of half machine to half hand-made 
effects every purpose—it trains the farrier thoroughly, 
and it renders him able to adopt cold-shoeing when 
The Director- 
General and the Authorities are to be congratulated 
on having recognised a blunder and on having 
taken just the best steps to correct it. 


_- 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


SERIOUS CASE OF HORSE POISONING. 


George Howell, carter, of Norton Bavant, was charged 
with poisoning a pony with arsenic, at Norton Bavant, 
the property of his master, Mr. H. W. Jeans, on the 19th 
December. 

Mr. T. Ponting appeared to prosecute, and in opening 
the case read the section of the Act of Parliament under 
which the summons was issued, according to which any 

erson givipg or causing to be given any poison or in- 
jurious drug to any animal was liable to a fine of £5 or a 
month’s imprisonment. Defendant, he said, was a carter, 
and had been in Mr. Jeans’ employ for ten years. He 
had charge of two mill horses and a black pony, and the 
stable in which they were kept was entirely under defen- 
dant’s control. On the 19th ult. Mr. Jeans drove the 
pony to Warminster, when he found it was in bad condi- 
tion, and could scarcely get to its journey’s end. While 
in Warminster the pony was.seen by Mr. Bennett, veter- 
inary surgeon, who advised Mr. Jeans to take it home 
immediately and also gave certain instructions for the 
treatment of the pony, but it got worse instead of better. 
On searching the corn bin under defendant’s care, Mr. 
Jeans found a tin containing lloz. of white arsenic, 
which was sufficient, if judiciously distributed, to poison 
the whole of Warminster. The pony eventually died, 
and from an analysis made of the stomach, ete., there was 
no doubt it died from arsenic poisoning. As the pony 
was fed by defendant, and only defendant had access to 
the corn bin, as it was kept locked, Mr. Jeans felt he had 
no alternative but to take those proceedings against de- 
fendant. He pointed out the large quantity of arsenic 
that was in defendant’s possession, and said the question 
of how he came by it was an important point. 

Prosecutor said he was a miller living at Norton 
Bavant, and defendant had been in his employ for about 
ten years as carter. He had two mill horses and a black 
‘oe | under his care in one stable. In the stable was 

sept the corn-bin, and to this no one had access but de- 
fendant, as it was kept locked. On the 19th December 
witness drove the pony into Warminster ; it was then in 
a very bad state, and he could hardly get it along. He 
saw Mr, Bennett, and on his advice he took the pony home 
and gave it some gruel He had previously had his 
suspicion that the pony had beeu drugged, in consequence 
of its condition. He then took steps to examine the 
corn-bin during defendant’s absence, and found a tin 


hidden in the corn, containing a quantity of white pow- 

der. Hetook a sample of the powder, and afterwards 
submitted it to Mr. Hosking. He then took a second 
sample, which he locked up, but left the tin in the bin. 
On the same day he asked defendant why he had not re- 

ported that the pony had been “off its feed” for two 
days, and he replied that he had uot had an >pportunity. 

He afterwards asked defendant if he had given the pony 
anything, and he said he had not. He told defendant it 
was no good denying it, and told him what he had found 
in the corn-bin. Defendant was at the time serving the 
cart horses with corn, and witness went to the bin to find 
the tin, but it was then gone from the position he had 
left it in a short time before. Mr. Bennett saw the pony 
the same evening, and after water had been given it he 

said it was suffering from poisoning. Defendant denied. 
having given the pony anything and all knowledge of a 
tin in the bin. Witness then searched the bin, and found 

the tin amongst the corn. He was present when Sergt. 

Hurdle served the summons on defendant. In answer to 

questions by the officer, defendant gave him to under- 

stand that while he had not drenched the animal with the 

poison, he had given it in its food and also stated that he 

had the arsenic of Bill Franklin, of Sutton Veny. 

Mr. F. P. Bennett, veterinary surgeon, stated that 
about ten o’clock on the morning of the 19th December 
Mr. Jeans called at his house with the pony, which was 
then in a bad condition. He advised Mr. Jeans to take 
it home and give it some gruel. He asked him if he had 
given the animal avy medicine, and he replied that he 
had not and he did not think the carter had given it any- 
thing. He saw the pony again in the evening, when it 
showed signs of poisoning, and he told Mr. Jeans so. He 
told prosecutor he thought it was arsenic poisoning. 
Afterwards Mr. Jeans gave him a powder in a pill box, 
and also told him about the tin he had found in the corn- 
bin. He asked defendant to hand over the tin, and he 
denied all knowledge of it, and also denied that he had 
given the pony any drug. The tin was afterwards found 
in the corn-bin by prosecutor. The pony got worse and 
died on Tuesday. He examined the powder, and found 
it was arsenic. He afterwards examined the intestines, 
in company with Mr. Hosking, and found they contained 
arsenic. He had not the slightest doubt the pony died 
from arsenic poisoning. 

Mr. J. E. F. Hosking, surgeon, of Warminter, stated 
that he was given a sample of a powder on the 19th 
December, and on analysis found it was nearly pure 
arsenic. Some days later he made an analysis of the 
animal’s liver and stomach, and found they contained a 
considerable quantity of the same drug. He had not the 
least doubt the animal died from arsenic poisoning. 
There was sufficient in the pony’s liver to poison sev 
animals. : 

By the Chairman :—The powder was more than ninety 
per cent. of pure arsenic. 

P.S. Hurdle stated that he served the summons on de- 
fendant in his master’s stable, and he practically admitted 
that he had given the pony arsenic in its corn. He 
stated that he had obtained the arsenicfrom a man nail 
Franklin, of Sutton Veny. ' 

Defendant, for his defence, said it had been stated tha 
the pony had been given three lots of poison. He knew 
he had never given it any. 

Mr. Ponting said Mr. Jeans did not wish to — ; 
the heaviest penalty. He did not think that the deten 
dant administered the poison with the idea or se 
killing the pony. Defendant had been with Langer 
for some years, and he wished to leave the matter e” 
with the Bench. 

The Chairman said defendant was charged with ndon | 
serious offence, and it was the more serious 10 — ”4 
as defendant, a miller’s carter, had taken next ton? Py 
caution to prevent this arsenic from getting 1 
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flour. Co uently it was most dangerous to the whole 

pulation. They could not, therefore, take into account 

r. Jeans’ plea for leniency, and defendant would be sen- 
tenced to fourteen days’ imprisonment. The Bench also 
wished the Superintendent to take steps to prosecute 
Franklin for ae the arsenic to defendant. 

Supt. Perrett : I will see that it is done. 

Mr. Ponting said he believed the case would be taken 
up in another quarter. 

Supt. Perrett said he was glad the seller of the arsenic 
had come out, as he had had occasion to caution Frank- 
lin, who was a sheep-dipper, several times with regard to 


the selling of arsenic, but as he denied it he could never | 


before bring it home to him.—The Warminster and West- 
bury Journal, 


A REMARKABLE HISTORY OF ANTHRAX. 


A correspondent writes to us as follows :—Hartwell 
Hall Farm, near Stone, Staffordshire, affords a good 
object lesson in the persistence of the anthrax bacil- 
lus. In August, 1892, a cow died in a field, and this has 
been followed by the deaths of cows on December 25 and 
December 31. If this completed the history it would 
not be remarkable, but it is necessary to go back 
to 1887. In March, 1887, a Mr. Dale took the. 
farm, and in two years he lost from anthrax nine 
cows, a bull, three calves, and presumably forty fowls. 
Mr. Dale had bought some “Indian” bone meal, 
some bags of which had burst, and the fowls that died 
had no doubt scratched amongst it. They died sud- 
denly, and their reputed sympsoms were those of anthrax. 


Afterwards the dust was spread upon a grass field, and 
here animals that died between 1887 and 1889 had | 
grazed. Yet, notwithstanding these things, in referring 
to the report of the inspector who made an inquiry there, | 
the annual veterinary report to the Board of Agriculture | 
does not mention the fowls or the meal in pointing to the 
case. Mr. Dale left the farm in March, 1889, and was 
sueceeded bya Mr. Kent, the present occupier, who was 
aware of the facts connected with the farm. In December, | 
1889, he lost a cow, and it is curious to note that one of 
those that died recently died in the same stall. In Feb- 
ruary there were further losses, and the place was disin- 
fected, the animals being buried in the prescribed 
manner, We had no Board of Agriculture at that time, 
and no information appears to have been given to the 
public as to the result of the enquiry made—at least for | 
two or three years. The disease now appears again with | 
virulence, and we have three outbreaks in the last six. 
months of 1892, two of which occur in December. There 
are some remarkable facts about the deaths of these | 
latter cows. The August cow had grazed in the field | 
first mentioned on which the “Indian” bone meal had | 
been spread. Further, this field had been cut for hay by | 
Mr. Kent, and some of this hay was from time to time 
stored in a stall in the cowhouse. When the stall became 
— it was occupied by a cow that succumbed in | 
cember. This stall had practically been unoccupied by | 
stock for three years. Yet, after one week’s occupation, | 
an animal dies as recently as December 25. The whole | 
istory of this case merits attention, but what good are 
yequiries, the results of which are not placed in the | 
I ae of the agriculturists through the medium of their. 
x No doubt the presence and behaviour of the 
bacillus has peen duly reported, entered, con-_ 
ae’ Penge pigeonholed, tied up with red tape, | 
English fe y paid for, and—carefully printed where | 
superiority as sanguine as Mr. Kent as to their 
Eh before a Science, cannot by any chance see it. This 
© the days of the Board of Agriculture, and why | 


this matter should not form the subject of a concise, cor- 
rect, leaflet for distribution to the press and all agri- 
cultural bodies, remains to puzzle us. At least such a 
report would be more interesting and of more value to 
the English farmer than a report on farming in Calabria 
or the Basque Provinces. Tn conclusion, on the ques- 
tion of the persistence of the anthrax bacillus, it may be 
pointed out that Professor McFadyean in 1890, in ad- 
dressing the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical 
Society, showed how lengthy the existence of the 
bacillus outside the body of an animal might be. He then 
gave an instance of where it was found to have existed 
for some time at the bottom of a haystack built upon 
the spot where some sheepskins had been laid down. 
Sheep, it should be remarked, die of anthrax more fre- 
quently than is imagined, and readers will remember the 
serious outbreak at Sleaford in 1891. But many cases 
occur that are unrecognised, for few are reported, and 
doubtless in sheepskins may be found the initial infec- 
tion of many afarm. To the writer’s personal know- 
ledge such a thing as anthrax in sheep has not been re- 
ported for five years in a large sheep-farming country. 
This is due, not to the veterinary inspector, but to the 
fact, as Professor McFadyean has said, that “too fre- 
quently the farmer regards the diseases of sheep as in- 
scrutable, or he is content with saying. ‘Oh, they died of 
braxy.’”’ Many a farm slaughterhouse or place where 
animals are dressed may be swarming with bacilli to-day, 
for they grow with great facility in feces mixed with 
blood, and this is put on the land. In the meantime 
we are told that a one-per-cent. solution of corrosive 
sublimate (mercuric chloride) and a watering-can are 
absolutely fatal to this persistent and death-dealing 
bacilius.—Birmingham Daily Post. 


PROFESSIONAL OPINION—DAMAGES. 


At the Leeds Assizes recently, the plaintiff in the case 
of England v. Hutchinson sued for damages for misrepre- 
sentation upon the sale of a horse. It appears that the 
plaintiff was the owner of a mare called Beauty. She had 
been working in a country which was too heavy for her, 
and was purchased by the plaintiff, believing that she 
would do for the flat country round Goole. The animal 
was put to a celebrated stallion, and a fee paid of £13. 
After this she fell lame, and the defendant, who is a 
veterinary surgeon, was called in to examine her. He 
declared she was lame, not in foal, and would never be 
any good again. Upon the representation that she was 
not in foal, the plaintiff decided to sel: her, and the 
defendant purchased her for the sum of £8. He after- 
wards sold the animal to his brother who seems to have 
resold it. Whether the animal in question was worthless 
or whether she was capable of being again used, does not 
much matter, for the fact that she gave birth to a fine 
foal shows that the defendant was wrong in the view 
which he had taken of the matter. The plaintiff com- 
menced proceedings fur damages on account of this mis- 
representation, and the jury found a verdict for the 


plaintiff for £50. 


The importance of this case is that it shows that when 


rson makes a statement or representation he must 
he held responsible for it. It is quite probable that the 
defendant did not deliberately misrepresent his opinion 
he matter, and it is very possible that what he 
siated at the time was, as far as he knew, perfectly true. 
This state of the case is perfectly consistent with the 
result, for if a man makes a statement car€lessly and 
without taking the trouble to find out if it is correct, he 
must be held responsible just as much as if he made a 
wilfully false statement. If the defendant gave it as his 
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opinion that the mare was not in foal and he knew that 
she was, he would, of course, be guilty of misrepresenta- 
tion, and presumably for the purpose of buying the horse 
cheaply. If, however, on the other hand, he made the 
statement without having properly examined the mare, 
he would be equally responsible, for he had no right to 
give a professional opinion without first taking the usual 
recautions to see that it was correct. The lesson pro- 
ably has been a somewhat severe one to the defendant, 
but it cannot be contended that the decision is in any 
way wrong. We hope that it will prove a warning to 
others in this position, who may sometimes be tempted 
to give an opinion without first sufficiently considering 
the facts upon which they base it.—Mark Lane Express. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


NATIONAL REGISTRATION OF SHOEING 


SMITHS. 
Sir, 

Iam somewhat disappointed to find that not one of 
the members of the Registration Committee of the above 
scheme has taken notice of Mr. Rogers’ letter, which 
appeared in your paper of December 17th nor offered any 
explanation thereon. It is now evident they do not in- 
tend to do so. 

I will, with your kind permission, and as one who can 
wield the hammer better than the pen, state my views, 
and offer a few remarks on the several points alluded to 
by Mr. Rogers. 

The following questions present themselves for con- 
sideration. 1s a scheme so conducted going to improve 
farriery in practice and theory! Are the certificates of 
any value, granted under the present mode of examina- 
tions! Is there, or is there not, a tendency to mislead 
the public, by men possessing these certificates under the 
said mode of examination? These are questions I and a 
good many more should like to have answered. 

The report states “after matured consideration it was 
considered impossible to carry out manual examinations 
at so many centres.” But granting it impossible to do 
so, there was no reason why they could not carry out 
manual examinations in their own centre, where the 
scheme was first originated. As the working details are 
entirely under the management of M.R.C.V.S. why not 
have had the manual examinations conducted at the shoe- 
ing forge of the Veterinary College? No doubt having 
such operations carried on there would have been a 
benefit to the students as well, I would therefore suggest 
if this scheme is to be continued, that all examinations 
in future, held in London, should take place at the shoe- 
ing forge of the Veterinary College, and I would further 
suggest that the committee and examiners should be 
composed partly of M.R.C.V.S. and partly of men who 
have practical knowledge gained only by long experience 
in the smithy. 

But assuming what I have suggested cannot be carried 
out, and at the same time taking into consideration 
that nearly 3000 shoeing smiths have been registered 
without examination, some paying a fee of £1 and some 
5s., could they not have taken a small place of their 
own! £10 would be ample to purchase the tools re- 
quired. 

The report further states “that the more reason for 
adopting this course (examinations upon models) is that 
the men to ‘be examined were, and had been previously 
earning their livelihood as practical horse-shvers,”” | am 
inclined to think from this that the committee is defi- 


practical men that there are hundreds of men who call 
themselves shoeing smiths, and who have worked at the 
trade all their lives, and men no doubt intelligent and 
well up in answering questions appertaining to horse 
shoeing, at the same time not capable of making and 
fitting a shoe in a decent manner—lI refer to doormen. 
It may be asked, is it not misleading to register such men 
as duly qualified to work as farriers, for they are only 
practical in performing a portion of the art, and that 
part a minor one. 

There is only one method whereby a _ candidate’s 
ability can be practically tested, and that is by the actual 
handling of the tools and the horse’s foot, no other 
method can be accepted by any practical man as a real 
test ; and to instruct and to examine upon models is one 
thing, but to register as “ duly qualified to work ” is quite 
another thing. 

It is stated that farriery is a mere handicraft. This, in 
my opinion, is only partly correct, for when we come to 
consider that the foot of the horse is the most beautiful 
and the most complex piece of the whole animal 
mechanism, I hold that it is not only absolutely 
necessary for a man to be a skilled workman but that he 
should also possess a knowledge of the sciences of that 
highly sensitive organ before he should be allowed to 
operate upon it. 

In conclusion I would respectfully suggest to those 
who have money, and a desire to promote farriery, no 
better course would be than to subscribe to the formation 
of a school of farriery.— Yours truly, 


Neath, Jan. 14th. 


JOHN OWEN. 


THE “PRACTICAL” EXAMINATION. 


Sir, 

In reply to “A Mourner &¢” I can only suppose he 
made some mistakes in answering his first questions. 
Had he answered correctly he might then have been 
passed on to “ theory.” 

In reply to “ Enquirer” who, under the protection of 
anonymity writes none too civilly, [ can only say If 
to see any want of clearness in what I wrote. Yonr cor- 
respondent does not seem to recognise that failure to 
understand a letter may be due to want of intelligence on 
the part of the reader. / 

I simply state what 1 know—that many questions are 
asked at the “ practical”? which have been answered at 
the oral. Ido not think it fair that in one subject the 
student should have to satisfy two sets of examiners. 
the “ practical ” included no questions which ought to be 
confined to the oral we should hear less of want of time, 
and men could be more widely examined without being 
detained (as some are) for hours.—Yours faithfully, 


G. Urron, JUN. 


Communications, Books, AND ,PAPERS RECEIVED 
G. Upton, Junr., J.Owen, J. P.S. Walker, W. H. Bel, 
B. L., “American Veterinary Review,” ‘Cork Evening 
News,” Washington Pa. Daily Reporter.” 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all mati 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, from 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 
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